Gerard Bonneville played a foundational role in the establishment and growth of the Greater
Springfield Bowling Association (GSBA), demonstrating outstanding dedication and leadership
throughout his long tenure in bowling administration. His contributions spanned multiple
decades, marked by his organizational skills and commitment to enhancing the sport of bowling
in Massachusetts.

Founding Role and Early Leadership

Gerard was one of the driving forces behind the organization of the GSBA in 1959. His
leadership was instrumental in laying the groundwork for what would become a thriving
association. Recognized for his abilities and vision, Gerard was elected Vice President during
the 1959-60 and 1960-61 seasons. In this role, he provided strong leadership as the newly
formed association worked to establish itself and grow its membership. His contributions during
these formative years were essential to the long-term success of the GSBA.

Board of Directors and Tournament Management

After his term as Vice President, Gerard continued to serve on the GSBA Board of Directors
from 1961 to 1972. His consistent presence on the board underscored his dedication to the
development of the association and the sport of bowling. During his time on the board, Gerard
also took on key roles as a tournament manager, further enhancing the competitive
opportunities for bowlers in the region.

From 1959 to 1972, Gerard managed the Yuletide Team Tournament, a major event for the local
bowling community. His management ensured the tournament’s success and helped it become
a regular and anticipated part of the bowling calendar. Additionally, Gerard managed the GSBA
Championship Tournament in 1960, demonstrating his ability to organize large-scale events that
brought together bowlers from across the area.

In 1965, Gerard managed the 5th Annual Massachusetts State Championships, a significant
event in the state's bowling scene. His leadership in managing this statewide tournament
showcased his organizational skills and deep commitment to promoting bowling at both the local
and state levels.

Long-Term Commitment to Bowling

Gerard’s dedication to bowling extended far beyond his managerial and leadership roles. As a
league officer for 25 years, he continuously worked to support bowlers and promote the sport,
making significant contributions to the organization and administration of local bowling leagues.
His long-standing commitment to the sport helped foster a strong and vibrant bowling
community in the Greater Springfield area.

Conclusion



Gerard Bonneville’s pivotal role in the establishment and growth of the Greater Springfield
Bowling Association, coupled with his long-term leadership and commitment to bowling, earned
him the Meritorious Service Award in 1985. His service as Vice President, Board of Directors
member, and tournament manager left an enduring legacy that continues to impact the regional
bowling community. His tireless efforts and dedication made him a cornerstone of the GSBA and
a key figure in the history of bowling in Massachusetts.



